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Kia Orana Cook Islands Badminton family, 

2020 has been an interesting and challeng-

ing year to say the least but one that has 

seen our family grow. 

 

2020 will always be known as the year the 

world stopped and to be one of the lucky 

ones we had a responsibility to keep the 

shuttle flying.                                                                                                              

 

It was an opportunity as a COVID free na-

tion to  bring badminton to the forefront 

and grow awareness in the community and 

bring hope and motivate our people. 

 

I would to thank so many people, Julie and 

her team at Oceania Badminton for your 

continuous encouragement and support.  

To all our Sponsors, supporters, players and 

parents for having faith in our dream.  And 

lastly thank you Lord for your love and shel-

tering us during this uncertain year. 

 

God Bless 

Thomas Mereana-Ngauru 

 

 

Message from our 

President 

Message from our 

Patroness 

Well, what a year !   

2020 was the year that disrupted a lot of 

sporting events around the world and while 

events in the outside world impacted on at-

tendance at Tournaments that were sched-

uled to be held in the Cook Islands our nation  

proved that Covid-19 wasn’t going to 

change us. 

 

CISNOC along with the Cook Islands Govern-

ment held the 2020 Cook Island Games and 

were honoured to receive a video message 

from Thomas Bach, the President of the Inter-

national Olympic Committee congratulating 

the Cook Islands for their courage in holding 

such a large sporting event in the face of the 

Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

Of course badminton being a major sporting 

code organized their own tournament  within 

the 2020 CI Games and this was played in 

the Telecom Sports Arena at Nikao 

There is no doubt that this event caused a 

huge interest in our sport and has resulted in 

a large increase in player numbers. A better 

way of attracting new players to the sport 

could not have been found ! 

 

While one of the effects of Covid-19 was that 

our players were not able to travel overseas 

the 2020 CI Games was a great substitute for 

this loss. 

Cook Islands Badminton Committee continue 

to be proactive in introducing the Shuttletime 

programme into the primary schools thereby 

continuing the pool of upcoming players. 

Coaching sessions for the various grades con-

tinue to be held and all of our coaches are 

to be commended for their devotion to en-

suring our young people become proficient 

in their game and enjoy their sport. 

 

Members of the Cook Island Badminton 

Committee are once again to be congratu-

lated for their commitment to the wellbeing 

of the sport – they are all wonderful people ! 

Good luck for the coming year. 

Gail Eraio  (Mrs) 
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Photos Courtesy of Radio Cook Islands 

Clash of the 

Generators 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“What an 
awesome  
initiative…” 
                              Sane Cowan - Parent 

We had Grandparents,  Parents, 

Aunties & Uncles sharing the 

courts with their young ones.   

Teams also dressed to impress with 

prizes going to Hina and her Dad 

for their batman getups and more 

prizes given out throughout the 

day.   

It was a day full of laughter, good 

food and great company and the 

start of a great annual event. 

Cook Islands Badminton would like 

to thank Tereora College for the 

last minute use of Princess Anne 

Hall.  And an even bigger thank 

you to all our competitors for mak-

ing this such a successful event 

2020 was definitely the year 

about doing things differently and 

looking at innovative ways of 

keeping our badminton commu-

nity motivated. 

 

The Clash of the Generators 

brought families together in the 

name of badminton to get par-

ents more involved and an op-

portunity to get closer to their 

kids. 

Over 100 players took to the 

courts at Princess Anne Hall in a 

fierce 4 pool round robin compe-

tition. 
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Queens  

Baton Relay 

4 

Victor Oceania 

Championships  

Ballarat, Australia 
 

From the 10th –16th February 8 of our top 

Juniors had the opportunity to compete at 

the Victor Oceania Open Champs in Balla-

rat, Australia.  This was preceded by a 

week long training camp which gave our 

players the opportunity work with other pa-

cific players and top Australian coaches.  It 

is always a huge learning curve for our 

players and we are  

 

extremely proud of them .  Our players 

would face the top Open NZ & Australi-

an players some who are Olympians.  

Standout was Damus Matakino who re-

ceived great reviews from coaches and 

showed real maturity on court. Thank 

you Badminton Oceania for another 

incredible opportunity for our players 

 



 

 



 

 

Shuttle Time 

Atiu 



 

 

From November 24th—26th coaches John 

Taulu and Hebrew Tom took to the skies and 

spent a week spreading the good news of 

ShutlleTime to the 100 students and 10 

teachers on the Island of Atiu. 
 

It was so satisfying to see the enjoyment in 

the childrens eyes who for the majority had 

never played badminton before. 

 

Thanks to the BWF Membership grants which 

has allowed us to bring ShuttleTime to Cook 

Islanders in the Outer Islands.  Because of 

the costs of travel it has always been a mis-

sion to provide services to the outer islands 

so it feels good to get out there and we 

look forward to taking ShuttleTime to more 

of the Outer Islands. 

 

 



 

 

Proud Sponsors  
of the Annual Primary School Tournament 
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 Tournament results 

 

Year 4 Girls Doubles Champions:  

Apiii Nikao -Terito Napa & Mykaela Rauraa 

Runner Up:  

Apii Arorangi - Patrisha Tangapiri & Teremoana 

Murare 

 

Year 4 Boys Doubles Champions:  

Apii Nikao - Noah Rauraa & Harold Browne 

Runner Up:  

Imanuela Akatemia - Luke Newbigging & Luke 

Mateariki 

 

Year 5 Girls Doubles Champions:  

Apii Nikao - Rosa Kureta & Liahona Taio 

Runner Up:  

Apii Arorangi - Edon Teraitua & Rimaongo Teiho 

 

Year 5 Boys Doubles Champions:  

Apii Avarua - Claude Simpson & Leo Pukerua 

Runner Up:  

Apii NIkao - Taianu William & Armain Roi 

 

Year 6 Girls Doubles Champions:  

Apii Nikao - Darlene Kureta & Tekura Tamangaro 

Runner Up:  

Apii Arorangi - Lana Aperau-Toa & Tangi Tan-

gapiri 

 

Year 6 Boys Doubles Champions:  

Apii Avarua - Eliakima Webb & Aaron Hioe 

Runner Up:  

Apii Rutaki - Chris-Aiden Pederson & Alex Arona 

 

Overall Champions for 2020 

1st Apii Nikao 176 points  

2nd Apii Avarua 158 points  

3rd Apii Arorangi 136 points  
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amongst our primary school students and 

we look forward to seeing it continually 

grow.   
 

Unfortunately COVID-19 disrupted our cal-

endar for 2020 forcing the cancellation of 

many of our programs and events.  One of 

our major worries was all the hard work we 

had already done over the years would go 

to waste.  So being able to hold our Primary 

School Program and Tournament was a re-

lief. 
 

Cook Islands Badminton would like to thank 

Federal Pacific Insurance and Brian Mason 

for their sponsorship and our volunteers for 

makng the event a success. 

 

 

4th Annual Primary 

School Program & 

Tournament  
 

128 students from 9 primary schools on Raro-

tonga gathered at the Telecom Sports Are-

na in Nikao to compete in the 4th Annual 

Primary Tournament on the 19th November. 
 

After having to cancel the College Tourna-

ment for this year it was great to get the op-

portunity to go into the Primary Schools and 

run the ShuttleTime program 
 

 It was promising to see the level improve  
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Proud Sponsors of the  

2020 Open National Championships 
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The Badminton Tournament was held in TSA Tues-

day 6 October to Friday 9 October with the Finals 

and Medal Ceremony on Sat. 10th October. 
 

Teams from the islands of Mangaia, Mauke, 

Pukapuka, Mitiaro, Rarotonga, Rakahanga, 

Manihiki, Palmerston, Penrhyn, Atiu and Aitutaki 

took part.  These teams were divided into two 

pools A and B.  The outer island teams comprised 

mostly of outer island people living on Rarotonga 

altho there were some who came from their 

home island especially. 
 

 

The Badminton Tournament played on 4 courts 

with the officials being in charge of 1 court each.  

The duties were not too onerous making sure that 

the rules were adhered to e.g. right playing gear, 

no headwear, court behavior, time keeping, en-

suring that each game ran on time and a little 

crowd control. 
 

This Tournament was well run –games were 

played on time, standard of dress was excellent 

with the various island teams creating their own 

uniforms in brilliant colours and designs. Teams 

raised a lot of money that was spent on uniforms 

but on the day they made a brilliant spectacle. 

While the mood of the Tournament was serious 

there was a great camaraderie amongst the 

players   It was a joy to see this spirit. 

 

 

The 2020 CI Games were held at various ven-

ues on Rarotonga over the period 30 Septem-

ber 2020 to 17 October 2020.  There were 23 

sporting codes taking part plus a special cat-

egory for traditional games. 
 

Results 

 

 

 

Cook Island Games 
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2020 Social Business House Competition

Results: 
Top Team Award & Trophy: The Clean Team 

Looking Good Awards:  

Vicious & Delicious, Tumuora & Slipway Boiz 

The Most Diverse Team Awards:  

Vaiakura Midnight & Rock Babes 

The team who enjoyed it the most Award:  

Palm Grove 

Youngest Team Award: AIMS Squad 

The family that plays badminton together 

stays together Award:  

The Mateariki's, Savage Family & D's Clan 

The Most Improved Teams: 

Vonnia's Venom & Vonnia's VBoss 

The Most Potential Award: 
Vodafone Viritara's & Vodafone Viri's 

The team with the biggest laugh Award: Ohana 



 

 

2020 Social Business House Competition 

 

For 8 weeks commencing on the 26th Octo-

ber 16 Social Teams took to the courts at the 

Telecom  Sports Arena for an 8 week Social 

Competition.   They came from Government 

Departments, Local Businesses as well as 

Families, friends and Badminton enthusiasts. 
 

The motivation behind the event was to pro-

vide the community with fun events and  

 

competition for our Junior Squad Teams 
 

It was also a chance to educate more 

people about the sport of Badminton and 

raise awareness.   
 

And as a way to give back to many busi-

nesses who were struggling because of 

COVID-19 CIBA purchased meal vouchers 

as prizes.   

 



 

 

 

Elite  

Badminton  

Competition 

For 8 weeks 8 teams competed in an Elite Busi-

ness House Competition vying for the Ray 

Marsters Memorial Trophy  
 

Teams were placed in a round robin competition 

playing one meet every Friday evening.  Each 

meet consisted of 5 best of 3 game matches, 2 

singles and 3 doubles. 
 

The competition was an excellent way to keep 

our Junior Development Squad and Open Players 

motivated.   
 

Cook Islands Badminton would like to thank all 

the teams who participated and their sponsors.  

The success of the event has brought about 

plans for more competition in the future. 
 

 

Elite Results: 

1st Place: Dynasty 4 

2nd Place: Vodafone Viritinito's 

3rd Place: Vonnia's Vikings 

4th Place: Team Bubbles 

5th Place: Ya Gurl 

6th Place: Dust Busters 

7th Place: RTM 

8th Place: G Force 



 

 

 

  Air Badminton 

After years of waiting we were ex-

cited to finally have an opportunity 

to try out the new Airbadminton 

outdoor shuttles and game. 
 

The new shuttles also came in 

handy when delivering ShuttleTime 

to schools during the Primary 

School Program for schools without 

halls. 
 

We look forward to developing the 

sport further and one-day having 

Airbadminton included in the Ma-

nea and Cook Islands Games. 



 

 

 

Air New Zealand 

Let Shuttles  

Fly! 

 

Tumuora  

Hunger Games 

Air New Zealand staff took to the badminton 

courts at Apii Nikao for an afternoon of bad-

minton activities. 
 

They had heard and seen the growing inter-

est in the community and wanted to see 

what the fuss was all about. 
 

With the limited number of flights the extra 

time allowed staff to do different team 

bonding activities. 
 

Now Air NZ Korus have plans to join the next 

Social Badminton League and get amongst 

the action.   

The Tumuora Gym holds their annual 

Hunger Games with 4 competing teams 

taking part in various games and activi-

ties. 
 

It was awesome to see badminton in-

cluded in this years festivities with the 

hopes it becomes a permanent fixture. 
 

For many of them it would be the first 

time on the badminton court and defi-

nitely not the last.   
 

And now Tumuora is registered to join the 

next Social Badminton League 

 



 

 

 

Foundation 

Coaches  

Course 

With COVID-19 affecting us in so many ways it 

was exciting to be able to continue with our 

coaching development on-line. 
 

Facilitated by Oceania Development Manag-

er Robbie Thackham 12 volunteers took to the 

courts at St Josephs Hall to undergo an on-line 

Foundation Coaches Course which ran over 4 

sessions. 
 

With the help of CIBA level one coaches par-

ticipants were taken through basic grips, net 

shots, overheads, serves and much more. 
 

After completing the on-line component they 

will then need to complete the face to face 

component once borders open. 
 

CIBA would like to thank Badminton Oceania 

for this great opportunity and to our volun-

teers for taking  on the task in helping to grow 

our coaching personnel. 

At this years awards we celebrated the 

achievements of our athletes in 2019 
 

Junior Sportsman of the Year 

Danniel Daniel Jnr 

Junior Sportswoman of the Year 

Tereapii Akavi 

Sports Achievement of the Year 

Cook Islands U19 Oceania Junior squad 

Administrator of the Year 

Thomas Mereana-Ngauru 

Sports Team of the Year 

Cook Islands AIMS Games Team 

 

Congratulations to all our nominees! 

 

 Sports Awards 
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Proud Sponsors of the Junior Development Squad 

to the Oceania Championships
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Proud Sponsors of the Junior Development Squad 

to the Oceania Championships 



 

 



 

 

Strength &  

Conditioning 
 

In June of this year our Junior Develop-

ment Squad started on a journey to 

strengthen & condition their bodies as 

part of their development training.   
 

Under the expert coaching of Geoffrey 

Halston & Olivia Heather-Halston at       

Tumuora Fitness our players were put 

through their paces twice a week work-

ing on their mobility, agility, mental 

toughness, nutrition and so much more. 
 

Even after 5 months during the Open Na-

tional Champs you could see already 

the benefits of the classes.  
 

CIBA would like to thank Oceania Bad-

minton for supporting this initiative, and 

Geoff & Olivia for going over and be-

yond for our players 



 

 

 

Junior National 

Championships  

2020 

Under 9 
 

Here are our results: 

Under 9 Boys Singles Champion:  

Leo Nand 

Runner-Up:  

Noah Rauraa 

Under 9 Girls Singles Champion:  

Mykaela Rauraa 

Runner-Up:  

Hinarii Amo-Taulu 

Under 9 Boys Doubles Champions:  

Leo Nand & Claude Simpson 

Runner-Up:  

Numa Halston & Tangitoru Heather 

Under 9 Girls Doubles Champions:  

Hinarii Amo-Taulu &  

Ngavai Amarama Mataio 

Runner-Up:  

Mykaela Rauraa & Amarah Gribble 

Under 11    
 

Here are our results: 

Under 11 Boys Singles Champion:  

Eliakima Webb 

Runner-Up:  

Chris-Aiden Pederson 

 

Under 11 Girls Singles Champion:  

Casonya Bates 

Runner-Up:  

Darlene Kureta 

 

Under 11 Boys Doubles Champions: 

Eliakima Webb  

& Raeyaan Narayan 

Runner-Up:  

Chris-Aiden Pederson & Victor Anselmo 

 

Under 11 Girls Doubles Champions:  

Edon Teraitua 

 & Lana Aperau-Toa 

Runner-Up:  

Darlene Kureta & Rosa Kureta 



 

 

Under 13    
 

Under 13 Boys Singles Champion:  

Kaiyin Mataio 

Runner-Up:  

Zarrian Heather-Rau 

Under 13 Girls Singles Champion:  

Tereapii Akavi 

Runner-Up:  

Te Pa Tupa 

Under 13 Boys Doubles Champions:  

Kaiyin Mataio & Zarrian Heather-Rau 

Runner-Up:  

Tahitoa Webb & Edward Patai 

Under 13 Girls Doubles Champions: 

Tereapii Akavi & Te Pa Tupa 

Runner-Up:  

Darlene Kureta & Loureina Kureta 

Under 15    
 

       Under 15 Boys Singles Champion:  

Danniel Daniel 

Runner Up:  

Daniel Akavi 

       Under 15 Girls Singles Champion:  

Tereapii Akavi 

Runner Up:  

Loureina Kureta 

 

Under 15 Boys Doubles Champions:  

Daniel Akavi & Emanuela Mataio 

Runner Up:  

Kaiyin Mataio & Zarrian Heather-Rau 

 

   Under 15 Girls Doubles Champions:    

Tereapii Akavi & Te Pa Tupa 

Runner Up:  

Loureina Kureta & Tuaanaore Mitchell 



 

 

 

Junior National 

Championships  

2020 

Under 19      

 
Results are as follows: 

U19 Boys Singles Champion:  

Shane Pedersen 

Runner-Up:  

Damus Matakino 

 

U19 Girls Singles Champion:  

Kariana Hagai 

Runner-Up:  

Tereapii Akavi 

 

U19 Boys Doubles Champions:  

Emanuela Mataio  

& Daniel Akavi 

Runner-Up:  

Shane Pedersen 

& Damus Matakino 

 

U19 Girls Doubles Champions:  

Tereapii Akavi & Te Pa Tupa 

Runner-Up:  

Eleanor Wichman  

& Kariana Hagai 

 

U19 Mix Doubles Champions:  

Vaitoti Tupa & Eleanor Wichman 

Runner-Up:  

Tereapii Akavi & Daniel Akavi 

 

2020 has been an excellent year for 

CIBA’s junior development making 

for some exciting matchups in this 

years Junior National Champion-

ships. 
 

Held annually these competitions 

are an opportunity to see which 

players have improved and stand-

out for selection.   
 

We are very proud of their achieve-

ments and look forward to some 

good results in the Open competi-

tion. 



 

 

Proud Sponsors of the  

2020 Junior National Championships 



 

 

 

Open National  

Championships 

2020 

Results 
 

Open Men's National Singles Champion: 

Agus Hariyanto 

Runner-Up: Danniel Daniel 
 

Open Women's National Singles Champi-

on: Te Pa O Te Rangi Tupa 

Runner-Up: Tereapii Akavi 
 

Open National Women's Doubles Cham-

pions: Te Pa O Te Rangi Tupa & Tereapii 

Akavi 

Runner-Up: Kariana Hagai & Eleanor 

Wichman 
 

Open National Men's Doubles Champi-

ons: Kafid Wahyudi  

& Agus Hariyanto 

Runner-Up: Emanuela Mataio  

& Daniel Akavi 
 

Open Mix Doubles National Champions: 

Emanuela Mataio 

 & Tereapii Akavi 

Runner-Up: Vaitoti Tupa  

& Eleanor Wichman 

into engaging matches to spectate.  

It became clear that many had set their eyes 

on achieving the top spots, however at the end 

of the day everyone had fun and did their ut-

most best in the competition.      

                                                               S.Pederson 

 

Open National Championships was a tough 

one this year considering that everyone and 

any age could participate. Loads of competi-

tive spirit could be seen on the courts and es-

pecially for the senior players. At first there was 

elimination rounds which would later on turn  
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          Cook Islands Badminton Association 

                  Calendar of Events for 2021 

 
 

Feb Mar Apr May  June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

               

               

               

               

               

AIMS 

Games 

5th - 10th 

September   

Tauranga, 

NZ 

Annual 

College 

Tournament 

10th June   

TSA 

TERM 1 

Junior & Squad 

Coaching 

 9 weeks 

1st Feb - 1st April  

Mon, Tues, Fri 

Shuttle Time  

College  

Program 

10th May– 

8th June 
 

Shuttle Time  

Primary 

Program 

5 weeks  

18th Oct - 10th 

November 

Primary  

School 

Tournament 

11th Nov  

TSA 

CIBA 

Open 

Nationals 

13th - 

17th Dec   

TSA 

TERM 2 

Junior & Squad  

Coaching 

11 weeks 

31st May - 23rd July 

Mon, Tues, Fri 

Business  

House  

Competition 

20th Oct— 

8 December  

TSA 

 

  

  8 Week 

Winter  

Challenge 

21st June—13th 

August 

TSA 

 National 

Island  

Champs 

11th - 16th  

October 

TSA 

10 Week 

Challenge 

3rd Feb 

—9th April  

TSA 

 AirBadminton 

Come & Try 

8th—13th 

March   

Constitution 

Park 

 

 CIBA 

Junior 

Nationals 

U11 & U15 

26th & 

27th Oct  

 CIBA 

Junior 

Nationals 

U9, U13, U19 

26 July—7 

August 

TERM 3 

Junior & Squad  

Coaching 

8 weeks 

16th Aug - 4th Oct 

Mon, Tues, Fri 



 

 

 
 
 
                
 
 

 
 

Mr Thomas  
Mereana-Ngauru 
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thomasutangauru 
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makiroa.mataio 
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Mr John Taulu 
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MEMBER 
 
 
teinataulu@gmail.com 

Mr Hebrew Tom 
Administration 
Officer  
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@yahoo.com 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Badminton World Federation 

Badminton Oceania Confederation 

Cook Islands Sports & National Olympic Committee 

Papaaroa Adventist Hall 

St Josephs Community Hall Committee 

Rarotonga Primary Schools & Colleges 

Te Kainga O Pa Taunga 

 Bank Of the Cook Islands 

Primefoods 

CITC Supermarket 

Land Court Services 

Teina Taulu & Family 

Brian Mason 

Ned Marsters 

Manuka Family 

Kora Pearls 

McLeod Pearls 

Raro Fried Chicken 

Vodafone 

Vili’s Golden Wok 

Palace Takeaways 

Vonnia’s 

Federal Pacific Insurance 

Cook Islands Investment Corporation 

Raro Mart 

 

 

 

Acknowledgement 
 
 

CIBA would like to thank the following key stakeholders and sponsors for 

their contributions in 2020 



 

 

 


